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In his real life, gormless George Jenkins is a failing writer, torn by romantic and artistic pretensions and oppressed by his shabby past. But when he sits down to write, his fictional world becomes the battleground between his delusions and the realities, where his miserable life becomes a heroic triumph for his fearless alter ego, the ultra-slick action hero Jack Haze.
As the two worlds unravel side by side, the stage is set for one final clash between George’s aspirations and failings, as his past, present and future collide in a glorious spree of action, farce, drama, dreams and devastation. In one evening, George has to withstand the unexpected return of his ex-wife, a make-or-break meeting with his prospective publisher, his last chance to secure happiness with the chic young actress living upstairs, and the distractions of his stoned-aristocrat neighbour. In parallel, Haze battles with perverse misrepresentations of these figures, with innovative staging and set design seeing them double and distort into fictional characters as George desperately attempts to resolve the issues threatening his life and art as he knows it.
Can George hold together the paradoxes he attempts to live by? Will he preserve his artistic integrity against his publisher Donald’s market-driven cynicism? Can Haze’s artful guile survive the callous predations of Donald’s megalomaniac-in-waiting double, Ronald Sloane? And whose side will the others turn out to be on? The tensions and strains build compulsively towards an explosive and hilarious climax.
Haze is a bold, daring and inventive exploration of personal identity, art, life and success. It’s also a farcical and merciless assault upon all the fallacies driving those aspirations. Ultimately, how can we resolve our real selves with the fictions we construct them upon? Is there ever a more substantial basis for them, and if so how can we find it? Can we ever attain a solution?
Haze Productions was established early this year specially to enable this production by a pair of talented final-year students. Director Lyndsey Fowler has directed a sell-out production of Lady Windermere’s Fan and directed and produced Oberonicus, a reinterpretation of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, at the University of Nottingham. Writer and title role actor Ian Kennedy has been Head Writer and a central influence throughout the first year of Lenton Boulevard, student radio’s premier soap opera, at University Radio Nottingham (URN 1350), as recognised and encouraged by the BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk/nottingham/students/lenton_boulevard/), and has also penned the twisted online satire Trash FM, various novels, plays and shorter works with much success in the Creative Writing module of his English degree. With a strong cast, an excellent tricksy script and innovative set design, Haze may be the most intelligent and inventive comedy at the Fringe this year.

