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20,000 students and no soap? Something had to change at the University of Nottingham…

From nothing, and in one year, Lenton Boulevard has established a team of 35, producing and broadcasting 17 weekly 20-minute episodes. The full series has been endorsed and even hosted by the BBC. The show has been a feat of organisation, discipline, professional quality and consistency rarely seen in student radio, and now its achievement has been recognised with the award of Best Entertainment Show at the Radio 1 Student Radio Awards – the pinnacle of achievement in student broadcasting.

WHY LENTON BOULEVARD?

A busy thoroughfare at the heart of Nottingham’s major student area, Lenton Boulevard became the perfect epicentre for a drama about student life. The student community faces constant challenges from crime, dodgy landlords and their properties, but retains a vibrant and dynamic community feel. Choosing such a recognisable and exciting location in the midst of Lenton Boulevard’s target audience was crucial for pulling together student and community listeners, and the setting also provided much excellent material for storylines, which spanned home and family, the student community and lifestyle, study, relationships and sex, housing and renting problems, and much more.
Aiming to reflect, appeal to and even represent the diversity of Nottingham’s students, Lenton Boulevard centred upon a house of five students from contrasting backgrounds, all living away from home for the first time. Accordingly for a show about student life, the tone balanced high drama with farcical comedy, and realism with satire.

THE TEAM

The show was founded by Wayne Widdowson, a mature student with a passion for broadcast drama, and realised with the help of fellow students Anna Johncock and Ian Kennedy. Widdowson became the Executive Producer and Kennedy the Head Writer and Presenter; between them, the show was created and sustained across two term-long series. Its team grew to 35 diverse Nottingham students, many of them without prior experience. They took on roles as varied as acting, directing, producing, writing and technical production, while drawing upon the resources of the host university radio station (award-winning URN 1350). Through their successes, Widdowson, Kennedy and colleague Anna Cookson have gained experience working at BBC Nottingham and now look to begin a career in broadcasting.

THE APPEAL OF LENTON BOULEVARD

Gaining wide audiences and positive feedback from its campus broadcasts, the show has grown remarkably, and is now firmly established alongside URN’s regular programming. Widdowson and Kennedy have been interviewed live on BBC Radio Nottingham’s Breakfast Show, resulting in Lenton Boulevard being promoted and hosted by the BBC’s Nottingham Students website (www.bbc.co.uk/nottingham/students/lenton_boulevard). Ready for its new series this year, the team has been bolstered with new recruits including a university lecturer. With its success now proven by winning Best Entertainment Show at the Radio 1 Student Radio Awards, the legacy for the show, the careers of those behind it and drama at URN 1350 looks exciting.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Radio 1 Student Radio Awards
Founded in 1996 by the Student Radio Association in conjunction with BBC Radio 1 and the Radio Academy, The Radio 1 Student Radio Awards are a high-profile annual event in London that recognises and promotes the finest achievements in student radio. Every year, hundreds of student broadcasters compile demo CDs with written entries to enter their show into one of about ten categories, which a panel of industry judges reduce to a shortlist of nominees and finally award winners. Past winners have gone on to a host of top industry jobs.
URN 1350 (www.urn1350.net)

Making ‘Student Radio For Nottingham’, URN is the University of Nottingham's award-winning radio station, broadcasting on 1350AM/MW at University Park, Nottingham and on the internet throughout the academic year. Widely regarded as the leading student radio station in the country, URN 1350 has won twice as many Student Radio Awards as any other university radio station, and this year scooped Best Newcomer (Mark Delamere) as well as Best Entertainment Show (for Lenton Boulevard). There were also silver medals for Technical Innovation (Tony Johnson, Kevin Taylor), Production Innovation (Phil Cotton, Paul Hughes, Rob Upton), and a further nomination. As well as playing the very best new music to suit a wide range of tastes, URN frequently broadcasts from outside locations and venues and provides information  and coverage of both on and off campus events.
Wayne Widdowson
Wayne studied English Studies at the University of Nottingham as a mature student, gaining a 2:1. As URN News Editor (2001-2) he founded radio drama at the university (2002) and conceived Lenton Boulevard. He became its Executive Producer and Director as well as a creative, assisting in the writing and editing of scripts. He also produced another drama series for URN, the ‘Writers In Residence’ season (also now hosted by BBC Nottingham) which encouraged students to write for radio. He is now keen to begin a career producing innovative programmes for radio and television.

Ian Kennedy

Ian studied English Studies at the University of Nottingham, gaining a First. A presenter and DJ at URN, he was a co-founder of Lenton Boulevard, becoming Presenter and Head Writer of the show, managing and co-ordinating the writing process, and also taking on technical production of the final episodes and some acting roles. At Nottingham he also wrote and starred in a play which he and a partner took to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival this summer, to some acclaim. He is now looking to begin a career in writing and broadcasting.

